
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: ROBERT A. LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST TO REMOVE ONE OAK TREE IN RELATION TO THE 

UNION ROAD WIDENING PROJECT (CITY INITIATED) 
 
DATE: MARCH 15, 2005 
 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a request to remove one 19-inch Blue Oak 

Tree. 
 

Facts:             1. Donald Rodrigues, Arborist for Pacific Horticulture was hired by the City 
to evaluate the oak tree impacts in relation to the Union Road Widening 
Project. On February 12, 2005, Mr. Rodrigues submitted a Report 
addressing the impacts to the trees by the project. 

 
2. Mr. Rodrigues concluded that out of the 29 oak trees impacted (23 Blue 

Oak & 6 Scrub Oak), that only one tree will need to be removed.  
 

3. Tree No. 14, a 19-inch Blue Oak is located at the edge of the road shoulder 
which will require a 12-inch compacted base with paving over one-half of 
the root zone of the tree. The construction will severely impact the tree and 
be detrimental to its future health and survival. 

 
4. The report also indicates the tree currently leans east and exhibits a weak 

structure, branch cavities, trunk damage and poor form. It has a low health 
and aesthetic rating of 3 out of 5. 

 
Analysis 
And Conclusion: As a result of the Union Road widening project, 29 trees will be 

impacted and one tree (Tree No. 14) needs to be removed. The other 
28 trees will be preserved. Included in the Arborist Report, is a 
monitoring program to insure proper protection and mitigation. Mr. 
Rodrigues will be monitoring the project until the completion of the 
project.  

 
Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 

 



Options: A.  Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx approving the oak tree removal request 
based on the findings, conclusions and recommendations of the Arborist 
Reports identifying that it is necessary to remove the tree in relation to 
the Union Road widening project and based on the tree being in poor 
condition, and that three (3) 1.5-inch diameter replacement trees be 
required to be planted at the direction of the Arborist.  

  
B. Amend, modify or reject the above options. 

 
Attachments:  

1. Vicinity Map 
2. Memo from Ditas Esperanza 
3. Pacific Horticulture Arborist Report  
4. Resolution to Approve      
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RESOLUTION NO. 05- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF ONE OAK TREE IN RELATION  

TO THE UNION ROAD WIDENING PROJECT 
(CITY INITIATED) 

  
WHEREAS, Donald Rodrigues, Arborist for Pacific Horticulture was hired by the City to evaluate the 
oak tree impacts in relation to the Union Road Widening Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, on February 12, 2005, Mr. Rodrigues submitted a Report addressing the impacts to the trees 
by the project; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Rodrigues concluded that out of the 29 oak trees impacted (23 Blue Oak & 6 Scrub 
Oak), that only one tree will need to be removed; and  
 
WHEREAS, Tree No. 14, a 19-inch Blue Oak is located at the edge of the road shoulder which will 
require a 12-inch compacted base with paving over one-half of the root zone of the tree and the 
construction will severely impact the tree and be detrimental to its future health and survival; and 
 
WHEREAS, the report also indicates the tree currently leans east and exhibits a weak structure, branch 
cavities, trunk damage and poor form. It has a low health and aesthetic rating of 3 out of 5. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby: 
 
1. Authorize the removal of one (1) 19-inch Blue Oak tree in relation with the Union Road 

Widening Project, as shown on Exhibit A to this Resolution; 
 
2. Require the planting of four (4) 1.5-inch diameter replacement blue oak trees, to be placed within 

the project as directed by the Arborist. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 15th day of March 
2005 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

____________________________________ 
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 


























